The increase in bacterial resistance to common antibiotics could soon precipitate a crisis that will mean the "end of modern medicine as we know it," the director general of the World Health Organization (WHO) has warned.
Speaking to a conference of infectious disease experts in Copenhagen in mid-March 2012, Dr. Margaret Chan said that every antibiotic developed is in danger of becoming useless, including many breakthrough drugs for treating tuberculosis, bacterial infections and HIV/AIDS. Certain routine surgeries could become impossible and even simple cuts and common infections such as strep throat could be life-threatening in what she called the "postantibiotic era."
The WHO has just published a paper outlining a global strategy against the problem. The organization is appealing to governments across the world to support research into antimicrobial resistance and to invest in development of new treatments to replace today's firstline antimicrobials.
BC pharmacists deliver vaccinations in wake of pertussis outbreak
Pharmacists in British Columbia have once again been recruited to use their immunization authority to tackle a public health issue.
to deal with public-health emergencies. For example, during the H1N1 pandemic, more than 4 million doses of antiviral drugs were released to the provinces and territories from the stockpile.
Cuts made to Federal Tobacco Control Strategy
Spending cuts in the federal government's recent budget include a substantial reduction in funding for the Federal Tobacco Control Strategy, says the Non-Smokers' Rights Association (NSRA).
The strategy's budget has been cut by one-third and its mandate has been narrowed, the association said in a news release on April 17, 2012. The government has also ended decades of contribution funding for groups that advocate for public health policies around smoking.
The strategy was one of the most successful health initiatives ever taken by the Canadian government, the NSRA says, noting the decline in adult smoking rates from 24% to 17% between 2000 and 2010.
The association asks why the government would "decimate" a program that has saved lives and billions of dollars in health care expenditures. "Big Tobacco" is the only winner in this budget cut, said founding executive director Garfield Mahood. "By slashing funding to health groups, the Harper government has virtually assured that tobacco companies will have the upper hand in influencing federal policy decisions."
Pharmacists in BC gained the authority to administer injections in 2009, when they joined other health professionals to deliver H1N1 flu vaccines. This year, pharmacists are helping to deal with an outbreak of pertussis (whooping cough) that began in Hope last December and ultimately spread throughout the Fraser Valley.
As of mid-March, community pharmacists had given pertussis vaccines to more than 6000 patients in the Fraser Health Authority, according to the British Columbia Pharmacy Association. More than 200 cases of whooping cough have been reported in Fraser Health communities since last fall.
Federal government opens up emergency drug stockpile to help provinces deal with shortages
The federal government has opened up provincial and territorial access to the National Emergency Stockpile System (NESS), in light of production reductions by Sandoz Canada.
The move is a rare one and is a response to the serious shortages produced by the Sandoz situation, which has left many hospitals without timely access to morphine, anesthetic agents and antibiotics. Other problems emerged in March, when Sandoz had to recall 57,000 vials of injectable morphine due to package labelling errors.
The NESS was created to ensure the country is prepared End of OxyContin linked to new addiction problems and more drug-related crime
